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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a semiconductor light emitting 
element whose film thickness can be controlled with high accuracy and 
to obtain its manufacturing method. 

SOLUTION: A low-temperature-growth buffer layer 2, a GaN layer 3 an 
n-GaN layer 4, a crack preventive layer 5, an n-clad layer 6, an active 
layer 7. a first p-clad layer 8 and a second p-clad layer 9 are epitaxially 
grown sequentially on a sapphire substrate 1. The first p-clad layer 8 is 
composed of AI0.1Ga0.9 N. The second p-clad layer 9 is composed of 
AI0 2Ga0.8N0.9P0,ir By excluding a stripe-shaped region on the first p- 
clad layer 8, the second p-clad layer 9 is dry-etched by an RIBE 
method. At^iis time, since the etch rate of the second p-clad layer 9 is 
large as compared with that of the first p-clad layer 8, an etching 
operation can be stopped at the first p-clad layer 8. 
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